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that piety were related, according to Montcalm, to
Italian piety. In the early days at least the result was
a certain austerity of morals that the first historians
of New France have been prone to emphasize. If one
can believe Charlevoix, the island of Montreal, for
example, resembled a religious community. A French
traveller named Bonnafoux or Bonnefous, who came
to Canada about 1750, reported that the crime of
"murder did not exist there, nor theft either." One
must not exaggerate; the settler of the seventeenth
century, the habitant of the eighteenth century, and
still less the townsmen were not saints. To be con-
vinced of that, and taking into consideration a severity
which today would appear excessive, it is only neces-
sary to read again certain sermons and letters of the
priests, the pastoral letters of the bishops, or the
records of the law courts, especially those of the last
years of the French regime, when the religious authori-
ties, whose vigilance never for an instant slackened,
thought they perceived a real depravity in the morals
of the day. The ancestors of the modern Canadiens
were men with all of man's qualities and faults but in
spite of the weaknesses inherent in their nature they
offered the spectacle, rare enough even at that time, of
a people who tried as far as was possible to regulate
its public and private life in accordance with its prin-
ciples, which joined to a healthy philosophy of life a
feeling for sacred things, that respect for life of which
the French-Swiss writer, Ramuz, has spoken and which
could be the most precious thing that western civiliza-
tion has known.

%t many reproaches have been levelled against the
Canadians of long ago.    They were improvident and